
page of the Bible. This 
reminds me that the whole 
mission of the Church is to 
bring God’s mercy to peo-
ple. This is at the heart of 
our Parish Renovation ini-
tiative. In reality, I don’t 
think that the practice of 
the Sacrament of Reconcil-
iation has increased in our 
parishes at all. I think the 
Year of Mercy will bear 
fruit in the coming years as 
we seek to draw people 
into a personal relationship 
with Jesus. 

We welcome today the 
children of our parishes 
who will receive the Sacra-
ments of Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion in 
2017, and their families. 
Please pray for these chil-
dren, and support them in 
their preparation by gener-
ous prayer for them, and 
for their families. 

Today, we come to the 
end of the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. Last Sunday, all the 
doors of mercy around the 
world were closed by the 
Bishops and their repre-
sentatives. Today in Rome, 
Pope Francis will close the 
door of mercy at St Peter’s 
Basilica, not to be opened, 
we presume, until the next 
Jubilee year which is 
scheduled for 2025. Many 

events for this year have 
taken place. We began the 
year in great celebration on 
the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception last year at 
Sacred Heart, Tunstall, and 
through the year, there 
have been Evenings of 
Mercy around our Dean-
ery. A number of you have 
been on pilgrimages and 
have been able to go 
through the doors of mercy 
in various shrines and 
churches. Most recently, 
those of us who went on 
the parish pilgrimage went 
through the door of mercy 
at Santiago Cathedral in 
Spain, and through the 
door of mercy in Fatima. 

Now that the Year of Mer-
cy has ended, do we forget 
about mercy? The thing I 
have noticed, during this 
Year, is how mercy is men-
tioned on virtually every 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Margaret of Scotland 

1045-1093 
Born in exile in Hungary, 
Margaret was related to 
the Anglo-Saxon kings of 
England. She returned to 
England as a girl, and was 
married to King Malcolm 
III of Scotland. She brought 
a great influence to bear on 
her husband. She was a 
strong, pure and noble 
character, and she brought 

about the reform of the 
Church in Scotland, bring-
ing it in line with Rome. 
As well as living a very 
religious life—praying 
night vigils each night—
but also a great life of mer-
cy and charity to the poor. 
She served food to the 
poor and to orphans every 
day before eating. She was 
also responsible for found-
ing Dunfermline Abbey. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 19th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 20th 9.00am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

CHRIST THE KING  11.00am   Holy Mass  Maureen & Ken Green 

 1.00pm    Baptisms  

    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Monday 21st 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

Presentation of the  9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Blessed Virgin Mary  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Helena Wilcox 

Tuesday 22nd 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cecilia 9.15am    Holy Mass Int Mary & Roy Jervis 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass November List 

Wednesday 23rd   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Clement I   12noon  Holy Mass November List 

Thursday 24th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) November List 

St Andrew Dung-Lac & 
Companions 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Dec of Cullen, Clifford & Biggane 
families 

Friday 25th    9.30am  Holy Mass November List 

Feria    10.00am  Requiem Mass Beatrice Knapper RIP 

Saturday 26th    10.30am    Holy Mass November List 

Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (EMJ) 

Sunday 27th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Moran & Norton Families 

First Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Margaret & Andrew Aylward 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Mick Taylor; Irene Farmer 
St Joseph’s: Gladys Summerfield 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation 
£5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday evenings 
from 7pm to 8pm for enquiries regarding 
baptisms, weddings or any other matter. 
No need to book an appointment.  
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PASTORAL 
November List of the Dead 
Please put your donations and lists in 
an envelope in the box provided in 
each Church. Donations go to pro-
vide Masses for all those on the No-
vember list.  

Altar Consecration  Bishop 
McGough will consecrate the side 
chapel altar at English Martyrs’ on 
Saturday 21st January at 10.30am 
Mass.  

Volunteers at St John’s We are 
looking for volunteers to help in the 
following ways at St John’s: to go to 
the bank (on a rota) early in the week 
with the money to be banked; to 
assist in setting up for Mass and open-
ing the Church for Mass on Wednes-
days and for funerals; to open the 
Church and lock up for Baptisms on 
Sundays. If you can help in any of 
these ways, please see Fr Julian.  

Advance Notice The Masses for 
Christmas this year will be as follows: 
5.30pm Vigil Mass of Christmas at St 
Joseph’s 
7.30pm Service of Carols and Mass of 
Christmas Night at English Martyrs’ 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Toni-Leigh and Cherish-Louise 
Hughes who will be baptised at Eng-
lish Martyrs’ today.  

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Beatrice Patricia Knapper. 
The Requiem Mass will be offered 
for the repose of her soul on Friday 
25th November at St Patrick’s at 
10am. Burial will take place at 
Church Lawton Cemetery. 

We have been asked by the family of 
Margaret Beech née Hawe (formerly 
of Goldenhill) to give funeral details. 
The Requiem Mass will be offered 
for the repose of her soul on Friday 
25th November at St Teresa’s, Trent 
Vale at 11.30am. 

Please also pray for the soul of Quin-
to Greppellini from Biddulph, who 
has died. Funeral arrangements will 
be given next week. 

And also for the soul of Maureen 
Cooper formerly of Goldenhill who 
has died. Funeral arrangements will 
be given next week. 

Requiescant in pace 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

Everyone who is regularly at Sunday 
Mass in our parishes should have 
heard about the Church Renovation 
project now. It’s nothing to do with 
buildings. It’s all about renewing our 
parishes in faith and openness to 
building our people and new people 
up in faith. 

Forming a vision for our parishes 

The next step is to formulate a vision 
for what we would like our parishes 
to look like. How do we envisage our 
parishes being in say 10 or 20 years 
time? It is then to see what steps we 
need to follow to get there. As a first 
step Fr Julian is inviting parishioners 
to get together to read Fr James Mal-
lon’s book, Divine Renovation, and to 

see what it says about changing the 
culture of our parishes to make us 
more outward looking. Those who 
came to the Alpha day have been 
invited to be part of three reading 
groups, to read and discuss the book. 
These will meet as follows: Sunday 
5pm at St Patrick’s; Tuesday at 
10.30am at English Martyrs’; 
Wednesday 7.30pm at St Joseph’s. 
They will begin the week beginning 
Sunday 4th December. If you are 
interested in being part of the reading 
groups, please see Fr Julian to obtain 
a copy of the book. 

A key tool: Alpha 

Recently, sixteen pa-
rishioners from across 
our four parishes at-
tended an information 
and training day on 

Alpha. This is a key tool which can be 

used to invite people to come to a 
personal knowledge of Jesus and a 
living faith. We will be exploring 
how to use this in our parishes as a 
fundamental help to our Renovation. 
If you would like to take part in an 
Alpha, there is one being organised 
primarily for Catholic teachers at St 
Thomas More Catholic Academy in 
Longton on Wednesdays starting on 
30th November at 4.30pm. Please 
see Fr Julian if you are interested in 
taking part in this. We will be start-
ing our own first Alpha in the spring. 
More details later. 

What can I do? 

The most important thing that has to 
be done is that we pray for the reno-
vation of the Church. Please use the 
yellow prayer cards to say each day 
the Church Renovation prayer for 
our parishes. 

9.00am Dawn Mass of Christmas Day 
at St Patrick’s 
11.00am Day Mass of Christmas Day 
at St John’s 
A full list with Confession times, and 
other Masses around Christmas will 
come in the form of a Christmas card 
which will be distributed to parish-
ioners before Christmas.  

Friendship Club Christmas Par-
ty Everyone is invited to our annual 
Friendship Club Christmas Party 
which will take place on Wednesday 
14th December from 1pm to 4pm at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall. Tickets are 
available from St John’s Church or 
the Parish Office at £3.50. There will 
be a buffet, entertainment, and bin-
go. Come along for a great time. 

Pilgrimage Reunion There will be 
an opportunity for all who went on 
the parish pilgrimage to Spain & Fati-
ma to get together for a thanksgiving 
Mass on Friday 9th December at 
6.30pm at English Martyrs’ followed 
by a cheese and wine get together in 
the parish room. All pilgrims are 
invited together with other family 
members. 



Entrance Antiphon: How worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wis-
dom and strength and honour. To him belong glo-
ry and power for ever and ever. 
Response to the Psalm: I rejoiced when I heard them 
say: ’Let us go to God’s house.’ 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Blessings on 
him who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessings 
on the coming kingdom of our father David. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Christ the King Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: The Lord sits as King for ev-
er. The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Christ the King (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1095          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£319.07, Non-Gift Aid £223.69, 
Total £542.76.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £170.00, Non-
Gift Aid £147.32, Total £317.32.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £170.75, Non-
Gift Aid £144.97, Total £315.72. 
Second Collection This week’s 
second collection is for the Catholic 
Youth Service. 

St Joseph’s Fayre Thanks to every-
one who took part in the Fayre, to 
our stallholders and to our volun-
teers. The Fayre made £845 for par-
ish funds. Please check your raffle 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 23:35-43 

Jesus is truly the Chosen One, the Messiah of God, the King of Jews. 
Ironically, in today's Gospel we hear these names on the lips of those 
who don't believe in Him—Israel's rulers, the soldiers, a criminal 
dying alongside Him. They can only see the scandal of a bloodied figure 
nailed to a cross. If He is truly King, God will rescue Him, they taunt. 
But He did not come to save Himself, but to save them—and us. The 
good thief shows us how we are to accept the salvation He offers us. He 
confesses his sins, acknowledges he deserves to die for them. And He 
calls on the name of Jesus, seeks His mercy and forgiveness. By his faith 
he is saved. Jesus "remembers" him—as God has always remembered 
His people, visiting them with His saving deeds, numbering them 
among His chosen heirs. By the blood of His cross, Jesus reveals His 
Kingship—not in saving His life, but in offering it as a ransom for ours. 
We celebrate and renew this covenant in every Eucharist hoping for the 
day when we too will be with Him in Paradise. 

Holy Year Closing Event St Greg-
ory’s Longton will host our closing 
event for the Year of Mercy on the 
afternoon of the Feast of Christ the 
King, today. We will begin at 3pm 
with the prayer of the Divine Mercy 
chaplet, and it will be followed by 
music and testimony about the cor-
poral works of mercy in our Dean-
ery. There will be confessions and 
Benediction. It is a wonderful way to 
give thanks to God for all he has giv-
en us during this year of mercy, and 
how he goes on working in our lives 
all the time. It will be great to see 
our parishioners there! 

tickets with the list at the back of 
Church to see if you have won a 
prize, and please claim all prizes as 
soon as possible.  

English Martyrs’ & St Patrick’s 
Fayre Thanks to all who took part in 
the Fayre, to our stallholders and to 
our volunteers. The amount raised 
will be printed in next week’s bulle-
tin. Please check if you have won a 
raffle prize, and claim them as soon 
as possible.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.131 E Bettany; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.179 B Crotty; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.89 M Kilgariff. Numbers are al-
ways available to new members.  

Study Day A day on ‘The Wisdom 
of Christ: The Source of his 
Knowledge’ on Saturday 26th No-
vember at St Dominic’s Convent, 
Stone. The day will start at 9.30am 
and will be led by Fr Simon Gaine 
OP. Cost £30 (includes tea/coffee). 
For more details contact Sr Valery 
01785 812091/07986 851376 email 
valeryeealker@yahoo.co.uk 

Job Opportunity Fr Hudson’s 
Care are looking to employ a Com-
munity Garden Co-ordinator in the 
Newcastle under Lyme area. The 
vacancy is for 15 hours a week at 

£8.42 per hour and is fixed term for 
9  m o n t h s  i n i t i a l l y .  V i s i t 
www.fatherhudsons. org.uk for an 
application pack or email person-
nel@fatherhudsons. org.uk quoting 
post reference number P1093. Clos-
ing date for applications is the 24th 
November 2016 (note corrected 
date). 

Fr Michael Puljic’s Induction Fr 
Michael will be inducted as Parish 
Priest on Wednesday 30th November  
at Sacred Heart Church, Hanley at 
7pm. Fr Michael is also the new hos-
pital chaplain. All welcome. 

St Patrick’s Christmas Hamper 
Raffle tickets are now on sale for the 
Christmas hamper after Mass on Sun-
day evening. £1 per strip of tickets. 
There are also some items that need 
to be provided still for the hampers. 
If you are able to supply these, then 
please sign up on the list at the back 
of Church. The draw will be after 
Mass on Sunday  11th December. 

Biddulph/Packmoor 125 Club If 
you would like to join the 125 Club 
or if you already have a number and 
would like another, there are 3 num-
bers available. If you would like to 
know who to speak to about joining, 
and having a weekly chance to win a 
prize, please ask Fr Julian.   


